
Soils are not all the same.
Like snow flakes, no two are exactly the same.
Each different kind of soil is called a series.
These series are named for towns or local
landmarks. For example, Mexico soils are
named for the town of the same name located
in north-central Missouri. More than 10,000
soil series have been named and described in
the United States, and more are being defined
each year. There are about 500 of these soil
series in Missouri.

Much of our life’s activities and pursuits are
related to and influenced by the soil beneath our
houses, roads, septic and sewer systems, airports,
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parks, recreation sites, farms, forests, schools and
shopping centers. What is put on the land should
be guided by the soil that is beneath it.

Soil surveys can help you.
One reference available to help land users 
determine the potentials and limitations of soils is
a soil survey. Copies of a soil survey of a specific
county are available from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service office in that county. Soil
surveys are now available in hard copy, on CD,
and online ( see status map below, or the links
and phone numbers provided on the back of this
sheet).

A soil survey is prepared by soil scientists, who
determine the properties of soil, and predict soil
behavior for a host of uses. These predictions,
often called soil interpretations, are developed to
help users of soils manage the resource.



NRCS State Office
Parkade Plaza, Suite 250
601 Business Loop 70 West
Columbia, MO 65203-2546
(573) 876-0907
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NRCS Area Resource Soil Scientists
St. Joseph
David Kacirek       
(816) 232-4920
david.kacirek@mo.usda.gov
USDA Service Center
209 Ash St.
St. Joseph, MO  64640-1185

Palmyra
Gary Noel
(573) 769-3572
gary.noel@mo.usda.gov
6465 Highway 168
Suite C
Palmyra, MO  63461-3023

Jefferson City
Keith Davis
(573) 761-3105, x-161
keith.davis@mo.usda.gov
1911 Boggs Creek Road
Jefferson City, MO 65101

Springfield
Tom DeWitt
tom.dewitt@mo.usda.gov
688 S. State Hwy. B, Suite 500
Springfield, MO  65802
(417) 818-9335, x-139
or SMSU Campus
tod161g@smsu.edu
(417) 836-4263   

St. Louis
David Skaer
(314) 453-9555, x-111
dave.skaer@mo.usda.gov
1215 Fern Ridge Parkway, 
Suite 2121
St. Louis, MO  63141

State Soil Scientist
Dennis Potter   
dennis.potter@mo.usda.gov

Internet Links
Information About Missouri Soils: http://www.mo.nrcs.usda.gov/soils.html  
Missouri Cooperative Soil Survey: http://soils.missouri.edu
National NRCS Soil Information: http://soils.usda.gov
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